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TOTNES & DISTRICT SOCIETY 
(‘TOTSOC’) 

 
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting 

 
Monday 14 July 2025 at the REconomy Centre, Totnes. 

 
1 Members and Apologies 
   

Paul Bennett P Tom King P 
Jim Carfrae (chair) P Jeremy Logie P 
Rod Hewett P Kate Wilson P 

P = Present.  A=Apologies 
	

2	 Minutes	-	The	minutes	of	the	meeting	of	12	May	2025	were	approved.	
	

3	 Discussed	
	

Matters	arising	from	previous	minutes	(not	covered	below)	-	None	
	

a. CONTACT	
	
The	following	items	were	agreed	for	the	next	edition:	
	
Provider	 Subject	

	
Julian	Wright	(via	RH)	 Historic	houses	in	town	centre	
RH	 Extracts	from	an	1849	report	on	health	and	

sanitation	in	Totnes	
JL	 The	Elmhirsts	at	Dartington	–	private	

apartments	
TK	 Planning	update	
	
All	contributions	required	by	Friday	5	September	for	publication	by	end	
September.	
	
RH	mention	that	he	may	have	a	contribution	on	the	old	town	reservoirs,	
but	this	would	be	for	next	year.	

	
b. AGM	

	
TK	noted	that	the	next	AGM	would	be	required	by	no	later	than	17	
February	2026	and	now	was	the	time	to	consider	whether	it	be	a	business	
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only	meeting	(as	have	all	meetings	since	the	pandemic)	or	whether	we	
should	invite	a	speaker	and	hire	a	larger	venue.	
	
KW	agreed	to	speak	to	her	museum	contacts	to	see	if	one	might	be	willing	
to	speak,	possibly	on	topic	of	the	Wills	and	Burke	expedition	and	the	role	
of	the	first	nations	people.	
	

c. Planning	Officer/Neighbourhood	Plans.	-	Nothing	to	report	
	
d. Committee	Reports	

	
Chair	–	-	Nothing	to	report	

	
The	Treasurer	-JL	presented	the	draft	accounts	for	the	year	ended	30	June	
2025.		These	showed	income	of	£413	and	expenditure	of	£476	resulting	in	
a	deficit	of	£63.		It	was	noted	that	the	cost	of	printing	had	increased	
substantially	from	the	previous	year.		The	draft	was	approved	and	will	
now	be	subject	to	independent	examination.	
	
	Membership	–	RH	suggested	that	to	increase	membership,	each	
committee	member	should	try	to	recruit	two	new	members	over	the	next	
year.		This	was	agreed.	
	
Secretary	–	Nothing	to	report	
	

e. Major	projects	
	
i. Dairy	Crest/Brunel	Park	–	Nothing	to	report	

	
ii. Baltic	Wharf	-	TK	noted	that	as	yet	there	was	no	notice	of	an	appeal	

which	would	need	to	be	made	by	29	July	2025.		
	

iii. KEVICC	–	Nothing	to	report.	
	

iv. Transition	Homes	–	JC	reported	that	the	developer	(Aster	Group)	had	
re-started	construction	following	the	appointment	of	a	new	contractor.	

	
4 Issues	raised	by	members/others	-	None	
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5 AOB	

	
TCDS	Meeting	
The	committee	considered	the	notice	received	from	TCDS	that	raised	
several	issues.		It	was	agreed	that	the	secretary	should	draft	a	letter1	to	
TCDS	raising	these	issues	in	the	hope	that	further	information	would	be	
given	to	its	members	before	the	meeting	on	21	July.		It	was	agreed	that	
once	approved	the	letter	should	be	shared	with	all	Totsoc	members.	
	
The	committee	noted	the	requirements	of	corporate	membership	in	the	
rules	of	TCDS	and	resolved	to	appoint	the	secretary	as	its	representative.		
TK	accepted	the	appointment	and	confirmed	he	would	attend	the	meeting	
on	21	July.		TCDS	has	been	informed	of	the	appointment.	
	
Traffic	

	 It	was	agreed	that	RH	should	raise	the	issue	of	traffic	on	the	High	Street	at	
	 the	next	meeting	of	the	Totnes	Traffic	and	Transport	Forum	on	23	July.		

	
6 Next	meeting		Monday	22	September	at	5:30pm		

 
1	The	draft	was	circulated,	approved	and	sent	to	TCDS	on	15	July.		


